
New Online Visa Form DS-160
Improving the Non-Immigrant Visa Application Process 
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E V A F C E A C

Electronic Visa 
Application Form

Consular Electronic 
Application Center

Hard copy (paper) Soft copy (electronic)

Fill out 3 forms: 
DS-156, DS-157, DS-158, 

Questionnaire

Fill out 1 form:
* DS-160 *

Print entire application: 
3 to 8 pages

Print confirmation page only: 
1 page

Sign on paper Electronic signature

Static Form
(same for all, unchanging)

Dynamic Form
(form changes based applicant’s 

responses)

Key Changes
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old new



U. S. Department of State 
Streamlines the Visa Process

Online Non-Immigrant Visa (NIV) Form: DS-160

• Speed the NIV application process

• Eventually increase number of NIV applications 

that U.S. Consular staff can evaluate daily 

• Transform the process into a more “green”, 

environmentally-friendly operation
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Important:   Applicants do not apply for a visa 

online.  They  are submitting an application form 

online.



How will it work?
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Select the Consulate  (or Embassy) where the 

appointment will be scheduled: 

Dhaka

https://ceac.state.gov

You must select 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 

as your location.



Tip 1: Choose the Correct Visa Type
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For B-1, B-2, B-1/B-2, 
every applicant  is a 
Principal Applicant.

If the wrong visa type is 
chosen, the form may 
ask  questions that do 

not apply to  the 
applicant.

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv



Tip 2: Save Regularly
• Save regularly to your computer hard drive

• Warning message after 15 minutes of no typing in the form

• If the form remains inactive for 20 minutes, the form resets and all 

data is lost/erased. If you haven’t saved the form, you must re-start 

from the beginning

• Saving the file on hard-drive is crucial in case corrections are needed
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(3 of 5)

After 20 minutes of 

no typing, all data is 

erased.

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv



Tip 3 :  Be Accurate and Specific

Applicants will not be 

interviewed if education 

and employment data is 

incomplete.

Only use “do not know” or 

“does not apply” if true –

otherwise enter best 

available data.

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv



Tip 4 :  Be Honest

Be honest when 

answering questions; 

otherwise you may be 

refused a visa and be 

permanently ineligible for 

a U.S. visa. 

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv



Tip 5:  List all previous travel
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Providing 

information 

about previous 

U.S. visas (and 

previous 

refusals) can 

speed up the 

application 

process.

Hiding a 

previous 

refusal can 

result in being 

refused again. 

Be sure to list all

other countries 

visited in the 

period specified 

(list every country 

-- not just the 

USA)

Visa 
Number 

is red
(8 digits)



E-Signature
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Confirmation Page
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Overview of Process: Applicant’s View
https://ceac.state.gov/genniv

1) Enter information into the online application form (75 min)

2) Verify that the application data is correct

3) Upload a digital photo of the applicant

4) Approve with eSignature by entering passport number & the code displayed on the 

screen. If a third-party assists the applicant with the application, they must identify 

themselves

5) Print the confirmation page (color or black-and-white)

6) Purchase an MRV receipt (Currently: SAIMON Overseas; Standard Chartered. Fee: 

TK 115)

7) Schedule an appointment  (Currently: SAIMON Overseas. Fee: TK 550)

8) Bring the following to interview

• Confirmation page

• Current passport and all old passports

• Supporting documents (invitation letter, itinerary or travel plan, C.V./resume, etc)

• 1 extra photo (in case the uploaded photo is unacceptable)
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In the Future
The main instructions are in English. In the future, you will be able to 

select “Bengali" to show pop-up "Tooltip" help in  the Bengali language 

when the user "hovers" mouse pointer over the text.
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https://ceac.state.gov/genniv


